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Currently Caesar Creek State Park features trails for visitors who can walk, hike, cross 

country ski, bike, or ride horses to be immersed in the woods to see, smell, and hear 

the unique flora and fauna that exists within the park.  If visitors have mobility 

challenges requiring a walker, wheelchair, or scooter, they are denied this outdoor 

adventure because all the trails contain uneven soil with rocks and tree roots on their 

surface. 

 

 The paved areas they can use are located around the Visitors Center, the Park Marina, 

the dam spillway river deck, the handicap fishing pier by the youth pond near Ohio 

State Route 73, and all of the parking lots.  At none of these areas can mobility-

challenged visitors see the beauty of nature in its vast expanse offered to them by 

Caesar Creek State Park. This essential project will require the collaboration of three 

groups: the Nature Center Association of Caesar Creek, the Ohio Department of 

Natural Resources Division of Parks and Watercraft, and the Army Corps of 

Engineers. 

 

The Nature Center Association of Caesar Creek (NCACC) proposes a paved path 0.9 

miles long and ten feet wide on the Orange Trail at Fifty Springs starting at Cemetery 

Road and ending at the Entrance Road after the second pavilion. Three distinct 

sections described below will create the path planned for handicapped visitors...   

 

Section One:  Approximately 0.1 miles from Cemetery Road.  The path should begin 

at the Cemetery Road; go behind the first pavilion and then line up with the middle of 

the pavilion to continue down the current trail path.  
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From Cemetery Road to Pavilion 1 
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Leaving Pavilion 1 towards the Overlook 

 

 

Section Two:  Approximately 0.6 miles from the first pavilion to the second pavilion. 

The path will go in front of the second pavilion to line up evenly.  Visitors will enter 

on the first side and exit on the second side.  
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The Overlook with SR 73 and the Park Marina in the Distance 

 

Along the path, visitors will encounter a beautiful overlook to see the Lake, SR 73, 

and the Park Marina. This area will be paved to include a guard railing system at 

wheelchair height with square tubing guards (angled tops) and side wings for 

safety.  Two benches will be installed on the paved space, including a backstop 

bumper, next to them for wheelchairs.  The benches also will provide a resting area 

for people with walking challenges. 

 

 
Leaving the Overlook Heading Towards Pavilion 2 
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 Towards Pavilion 2 

 

 

 

 
Approaching Pavilion 2 

 

 
Section Three:  Approximately 0.2 miles from the second pavilion to the Entrance 

Road.   
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From Pavilion Two to the Entrance Road 

 

 

To prepare for the paved path and overlook, Terry Staley has cleared the vegetation 

from the trail and overlook areas, and the current ODNR maintenance crew is mowing 

it on a regular basis.  We received three estimates for the paving work in 2021 ranging 

from $135,000 - $155,000.  These bids covered the costs of leveling where necessary, 

furnishing and installing 4" of ODOT 304 for the aggregate base, and furnishing and 

installing 3" of compacted ODOT 448 surface asphalt.  

 

After talking to the Chairman of Disability Services at Wright State University, who is 

a wheelchair user himself, we are proposing instead of asphalt, paving with  ¼ inch 

minus limestone. The NCACC has acquired a small grant for this project and will 

continue to seek more donations and grants for the paving.  We will try to complete 

the entire project by the end of 2023 if funding is found.  In addition, the NCACC will 

construct two handicap accessible picnic tables at each of the pavilions. 

 

If sufficient funds for the paved path are secured, the ODNR has agreed to help with 

the project by making the restrooms handicapped-accessible (or building new and 
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modern restrooms), updating the parking lots with additional handicapped parking 

spaces, and paving a path from the restrooms to the trail. 

 

The expertise and guidance of the Army Corps of Engineers will insure this project 

has archeological clearance and it incorporates all Federal and Americans with 

Disabilities requirements. They also could help by locating the buried electrical, 

water, and plumbing lines by the existing trail. 

 

 Before the paved path is open to the public, an orange-striped line will be painted on 

it so wheelchair races can take place in the future. Benches will be placed at strategic 

locations along the trail. Descriptive signs are planned for the trailhead and along the 

trail showing the length, surface type, average and maximum grade of each section 

giving confidence to the mobility challenged visitors. This will also be placed on line 

for easy access to the information in a downloadable format. 

 

 

Donation checks can be made out to: The Warren County Foundation with NCACC 

Orange Trail on the memo line and mailed to The Warren County Foundation, P.O 

Box 495; Lebanon, Ohio 45036. 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 


